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INFORMATION COMMISSIONER'S ANNUAL REPORTS TO PARLIAMENT 

3001. Dr E. Constable to the Attorney General 
In relation to the Freedom of Information Commissioner’s annual reports to Parliament required to be tabled 
each year by section 111 of the Freedom of Information Act 1992: 

(a) for each of the Information Commissioner’s annual reports from 2000–2001 to 2006–2007: 

(b) how many Government agencies failed to return the relevant information to the Commissioner 
by the reporting deadline; 

(c) how many Government agencies are not listed in the Annual Report; and 

(d) why did Government agencies which were not listed in the Annual Report not provide the 
relevant information; and 

(e) why did the Premier’s Office not provide the relevant information to the Information 
Commissioner in: 

(i) 2003–2004; 
(ii) 2004–2005; or 
(iii) 2005–2006? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

(a) (i)-(iii) The notes to the statistical table listing FOI Requests Received by Agencies in the relevant 
annual reports of the Information Commissioner note that "If an agency does not appear in this 
table, this is because the required statistical data was not received in time for 
publication". Until 1999 the Information Commissioner had included in her annual reports a 
list of those agencies that did not provide their statistical return to the Commissioner in time 
for inclusion in the Commissioner's annual report. From 1999 the Commissioner has not 
provided details in her annual reports of how many Government agencies failed to provide the 
relevant information by the reporting deadline. Accordingly data is not available for the 
years 1998 - 1999 to 2002 - 2003 to answer whether and if so how many agencies are not listed 
in the Commissioner's annual reports. The number of agencies that did not submit a statistical 
return for the financial years from 2003 - 2004 is as follows: 

2003-2004:  30 
2004-2005:  25 
2005-2006:  20 
2006-2007:  8 

Where agencies fail to provide statistical information in time for publication the Information 
Commissioner follows up with the relevant agency to seek to ensure that the statutory 
obligation is complied with. Reasons for non-compliance include that the agency had ceased to 
exist as a Government agency during the reporting year; and that the agency had a "nil" return. 

(b) (i)-(iii) Clause 2(4) of the Glossary to the Freedom of Information Act 1992 authorises regulations to 
be made declaring a specified office or body not to be regarded as a separate agency but to be 
regarded as a part of a specified agency for FOI purposes. Schedule 2 of the Freedom of 
Information Regulations 1993 provides amongst other things that the Office of the Premier is 
taken to be a part of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet (formerly called Ministry of 
the Premier and Cabinet) for FOI purposes. Accordingly, relevant information relating to the 
Premier's Office is included in statistics reported by the Department of the Premier and 
Cabinet for the specified years. 

 


